
Firewood Checks at Campground Gatehouses  
to Help Prevent the Spread of the Emerald Ash Borer - 2007 

 
 
Our Firewood Policy 
Our policy is that no hardwood firewood can be brought into our state park, reservoir or state forest campgrounds 
from any township or county in any state where an emerald ash borer quarantine exists, with limited exceptions 
listed below. Any firewood brought from these locations will be confiscated at the entrance gate and burned as 
soon as possible.  
 
This policy applies to all properties, even at those properties located in quarantined counties such as Pokagon, 
Indiana Dunes, Fort Harrison, Potato Creek, Roush Lake and Salamonie Lake. For example, NO firewood from 
anywhere in Huntington County can be brought into Roush Lake or Salamonie Lake with the limited exceptions 
listed below. NO firewood from anywhere in Steuben County can be brought into Pokagon with the limited 
exceptions listed below.  
 
This policy continues to apply at any property where emerald ash borer has been found (currently that’s only 
Roush Lake). The purpose of this action is to protect un-infested parts of the property.  For example, at Roush 
Lake there is no confirmation that EAB is located in the campground or in most other locations on the property, 
so we will continue to restrict firewood in any locations like these.  
 
Hardwood firewood cannot be brought into our state park, reservoir or state forest campgrounds from Ohio, 
Illinois or the lower peninsula of Michigan with the limited exceptions listed below. It is a federal violation to 
transport firewood across state lines from these states into Indiana as well as from Indiana into any other state. 
Any firewood brought from these locations will be confiscated at the entrance gate and burned as soon as 
possible.  
 
The only three exceptions to this firewood policy are as follows:  
 

• Firewood originating from any pine species can be brought into state park, reservoir and forest properties. 
 
• Kiln dried scrap lumber (for example, 2x4’s, lumber yard scrap kindling, etc.) can be brought in from 

quarantined counties, but ONLY if the kiln dried scrap lumber does NOT have any bark on it. Gate 
attendants must check any kiln-dried lumber scraps brought by vehicles arriving from quarantined Indiana 
counties OR from Ohio, Illinois or Michigan. If any bark is present on the scrap lumber, the firewood 
must be confiscated and burned as soon as possible.  

 
• Bundled firewood purchased at a commercial store (such 

as K-Mart, Wal-Mart, Meijer, etc.) that is located in a 
quarantined county in Indiana, Ohio, Illinois or Michigan 
can be brought in, but ONLY if each bundle of firewood 
exhibits a USDA Stamp indicating the firewood vendor 
has a compliance agreement with USDA. (See example of 
compliance agreement stamp at right.) The agreement will 
have a unique compliance agreement number at the bottom 
(for example IN-012) that will be different for each 
vendor, but the rest of the stamp is standard. Bundled 
firewood brought from quarantined Indiana counties or 
Ohio, Illinois or Michigan that does not have a compliance 
agreement stamp must be confiscated and burned as soon 
as possible.  

 



Step – by – Step Instructions for Campground Gate Attendants 
As a part of camper registration, please ask each camper if they brought firewood with them.  
 
If the camper did NOT bring firewood: 
Let them know where they can purchase firewood on the property. Ask them to be sure to burn all firewood they 
purchase before leaving the campsite.  
 
If the camper DID bring firewood:  

• MICHIGAN, OHIO or ILLINOIS License Plates:  Please indicate to them that no hardwood firewood can 
be brought into an Indiana state park, reservoir or state forest property from these states because of the 
possibility of the wood being infested with the emerald ash borer. Remind them that emerald ash borer is 
an invasive pest that kills ash trees. Inform them that they must leave their firewood in the bin at the 
campground gate and purchase wood from a local vendor. We will burn the wood as soon as possible. 
Give them information about where to purchase wood and how much it costs. Be sure to thank them for 
leaving their wood with you. If they want additional information about the emerald ash borer, provide 
them with handouts. The only three exceptions are:  

o 1)firewood that originated from pine species 
o 2)kiln-dried scrap lumber with no bark (you must 

inspect the scrap lumber to make sure it has no bark) 
or 

o 3)bundled firewood they’ve purchased that exhibits 
a USDA Compliance Agreement Stamp (see stamp 
at right) with a compliance agreement number at the 
bottom (For example: IN-012) that is unique to the 
vendor.  

All other hardwood firewood should be confiscated if it  
originated in Michigan, Ohio, or Illinois. It is a federal  
violation to transport this firewood across state lines. If they 
refuse to comply, contact the property manager. 

 
• INDIANA License Plates: Inquire what county the firewood came from (you can match it against license 

plate prefix numbers listed below). If their hardwood firewood originated in a quarantined county, 
provide the same explanation as above. The same three exceptions apply as listed above. If their 
hardwood firewood is NOT from a quarantined county, they can bring it in, but please remind them to 
burn all of the firewood they brought with them before vacating their campsite.  

 
• OTHER State Plates:  Ask them where they purchased the firewood. Most aren’t likely to remember, 

unless they purchased it just outside the gate near the property. If it was purchased in a quarantined 
county, it should be confiscated. If they can’t remember, don’t confiscate it – just remind them that it is 
very important to burn all of the firewood they brought with them before vacating their campsite.   

 
Quarantined States/Counties as of May 1, 2007 

• MICHIGAN, OHIO, ILLINOIS:  Entire state – look for state name on license plate.  
• INDIANA (Use License Plate Prefix): Steuben(76), LaGrange(44), Randolph(68), Huntington(35), 

Adams (1), Marion(49, 93, 95, 97, 98, 99), Hamilton(29), Allen(2), White(91), Porter(64), DeKalb(17) 
and St. Joseph(71) Counties.  

 
 
Checking for Additional Quarantines: 
Visit www.emeraldashborer.info periodically.  
To find Indiana state license plate prefixes, visit: http://www.state.in.us/bmv/platesandtitles/coprefix.html.  


